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Mr Kurt Karst has been engaged in musical affairs in Rhineland-Palatinate for more than 30 years. He was awarded the order of merit of the federal state of Rhineland-Palatinate for his outstanding achievements in the field of promoting musical activities and musical life in Rhineland-Palatinate.

In the 1980s while working in the Ministry of Cultural Affairs in Rhineland-Palatinate he came up with the idea of establishing an academy to promote highly talented young instrumentalists. In 1986 the Foundation Villa Musica was established and Mr Karst served as its managing director from 1986 to 2011, the year of his retirement.

Villa Musica today is considered the most important foundation for chamber music in Europe and ist one of most renowned institutions in Europe for promoting excellent young musicans in the field of classical music.
From 1993 to 2008 Mr Karst also served as member of the board of directors in the Council of Music of Rhineland-Palatinate (Landesmusikrat). Furthermore Mr Karst played an important role in establishing the Academy of Music of Rhineland-Palatinate (Landesmusikrat Rheinland-Pfalz). This Academy of Music shall further educate members of the many different associations of music in Rhineland-Palatinate. The Academy of Music has already established contacts to music associations in other countries in Europe and beyond. Musicans of all ages and from different countries visit the Academy of Music each year to receive training by teachers for various musical instruments.

Mr Karst is very well connected in the field of music in Rhineland-Palatinate and beyond. Furthermore he is chairman in the committee of the Chinese-German Friendship Association of Mainz (capital of Rhineland-Palatinate) and Wiesbaden (capital of the federal state of Hesse).

